A stalwart, thinking-person’s
Sidf‘nlﬂﬂ fﬁl‘ ‘\-"CEU'S’Cun’l*de&ides,
the intrinsically musical pianist
has blossomed under his own
name in the last fdw years. He
has wowed. us, lulled us, and sur-
prised some of us gwir_h his extra-
mainstream breadth — as on his
gutsy and cxpcrin';:enml 1996
collaboration wirﬁft percussionist
Mino Cinelu, Swimp Salh

b

Sally, this is Bardn’s inost eclec-

. - |
tic outing to date ?n terms of

rexeure and musichl instincts.

~ On tunes like thc?closing
slow-burner, “'l'hel Moment” —
with its wild piau;: break on the
out chorus — Balfron locks in

with his quinte
phonist John Stubblefield,
trumpeter Eddie Henderson,
ist [

drummer Victor Lewis. Along
the way, we also hear choice .
cameos from guitarist John
Scofield, Cinelu, and Japanese
violinist Naoko Terai, who joins
Barron on a beautiful impro-
vised duet, “Rose Noire”,

Barron, a Philadelphia native,
built a sturdy foundation
through classical piano studies
and found his way to jazz via his
brother Bill. The pianist hit the
ground running in New York
and began a long legacy as one
of the coveted pianists in town,
playing alongside Dizzy
Gillespie, Yusef Lateef, Milt
Jackson, Freddie Hubbard . . .

the list goes on. Barron worked

on projects of his own devising
too, notably the band Sphere,
which he originally co-founded

as a tribure to Thelonious
Monk. Tt w h a particu-
[i‘ll’ll\-" E‘fﬂpﬂ[hﬁti[ h‘ﬂlSC‘Tl ‘.“m"l[h [hﬂ
late Stan Getz that Barron
segued into his own life as a
leader. Getzs final recording,
People Time, was a touching
duet with Batron, recorded live
shortly before Getz's death in
1992.

Since that time Barron has
bolstered his recorded oue
with a succession of meme
projects garnering five
nominations along
Sambao, Other Plag
Spirit, Swamp Sally
Things Unseen. It’s fair §
that Barron, at 54, is on
upward spiral, amassing a
discography with care burt also a
calm, dogged intensity. It could
be that he’s making up for lost
time; or just deing what he’s
always done with taste and
adventure: seizing the moment.
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